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Period for Reply 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 March 2004 . 
2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) i^d is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed, 

6) S Claim(s) 1^ is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by Sherman et al. 
(US PAT: 6,792.271 , filed 1 1 -6-2001 , hereinafter Sherman). 

Regarding claim 1 , Sherman discloses a method for billing for a connection from 
a first subscriber (for example 55, figs. 1-2) in a first communication network (57, fig. 2) 
to a second subscriber (for example 21, fig. 2) in a second communication network (for 
example 12, fig. 1) which is connected to the first communication network, comprising: 
providing a level of the billing of a first billing share for communication in the first 
communication network and a second billing share for the connection in the second 
communication network, and setting up a connection if the first subscriber accepts both 
billing shares (this reads on user with mobile phone 55 accepfing to pay for outgoing 
call by using prepaid card: col. 8 lines 1-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-6, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 

Sherman in view of Sawatzkl et al. (US PAT: .6,430,279, hereinafter Sawatzki). 

Sherman differs from claim 2 in that he does not specifically teach prior to 
connection set up, the second subscriber stores information not to accept billing share 
for the second communication network. 

However, Sawatzki teaches prior to connection set up storing in memory 
information (such as code) as to how to handle call charges (col. 2 lines 56 - 64; col. 3 
lines 9-13, lines 20-25). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Sherman's system to provide for the following: prior to 
connection set up, the second subscriber stores information not to accept billing share 
for the second communication network using insight provided by Sawatzki in order to 
automatically implement user's preferred way of handling call charges. 

Regarding claim 3, Sherman teaches the following: when setting up.a 
connection, the first subscriber is asked to accept the billing share for the second 
communication network (such as 12, fig. 1, this reads on system prompting the caller to 
insert prepaid card into mobile terminal: col. 8 14-17), and the connection to the second 
subscriber is set up if the subscriber responds affirmatively (col. 8 lines 53-65). 

Sherman differs firom claim 4 in that he does not specifically teach: prior to 
connection setup, the first subscriber stores information to accept the billing share for 
the second communication network. 
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However, Sawatzki teaches the following: prior to connection setup, the first 
subscriber stores information to accept the billing share for the communication network 
(col. 2 lines 57 - 64; col. 3 lines 9-13, lines 20-25). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Sherman's system to provide for the following: prior to 
connection setup, the first subscriber stores information to accept the billing share for 
the second communication network as this arrangement would provide means for 
automatically implementing responsibility for call charges as taught by Sawatzki. 

Regarding claim 5, Sherman teaches the following: the first subscriber (such as 
user of mobile phone 55, fig. 2) accepts the billing share for the second communication 
network (such as for example 12, fig. 2) for at least one connection (this reads on user 
with mobile phone 55 accepting to pay for outgoing call by using prepaid card: col. 8 
lines 1-65). 

Regarding claim 6 although Sherman does not specifically teach: the first 
subscriber can retract the agreement to accept the billing share for the second 
communication network, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to carry out this in order to exercise his right to not to pay for the 
call he does not want to. 

5. Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sawatzki. 

Sawatzki differs from claim 7 in that although he teaches memory to store 
information that subscriber is prepared to accept a billing share for a second 
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communication network when an incoming is set up (col. 2 lines 57 - 64; col. 3 lines 9- 
13, lines 20-25), he does not specifically teach: memory to store information that 
subscriber is not prepared to accept a billing share for a second communication network 
when an incoming is set up. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time invention was made to modify Sawatzki's system to provide for 
the following: memory to store information that subscriber is not prepared to accept a 
billing share for a second communication network when an incoming is set up in order 
to automatically implement user's preferred way of handling call charges. 

Sawatzki differs from claim 8 in that although he teaches: first memory to store 
information that a subscriber is prepared to accept a billing share for a second 
communication network when an outgoing is set up (col, 2 lines 57 - 64; col. 3 lines 9- 
13, lines 20-25); he does not teach a second memory to store information that a 
subscriber is prepared to accept a billing share for a second communication network 
when an outgoing is set up. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time invention was made to modify Sawatzki's system to provide for 
the following: second memory to store information that a subscriber is prepared to 
accept a billing share for a second communication network when an outgoing is set up 
as this arrangement would provide back up memory for storing information to 
automatically implement responsibility for call charges. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. A 




Melur Ramakrishnaiah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



